Apparent and/or Short Term “Benefits” of Mass Incarceration for (White) Middle Class America 
	Economic 
	Political
	Social
	Psychological

	--removes individuals and groups—often for  generations—from economic competition 
--helps maintain culture of economic dependency: good for owners/capitalists.

--reduces competition for entry-level, access jobs.
--reduces competition for college resources
--reduces competition for professional jobs
--makes military and/or low-wage jobs appear desirable
--induces acceptance of low-wage jobs--for fear of falling lower (prison as negative motivation for the underclass)  

-- validates the existing economy; invalidates underground economy; keeps underground economy in check (by putting underground entrepreneurs in their place)
--revitalizes the economies of rural communities destroyed by corporate farming

--bolsters consumer confidence

--makes the world safe for capital investment 
--preserves culture of haves, ensures rich/poor structure of society

	--provides politicians with the perfect political argument—a primal reason to be

--helps disenfranchise poor and working class
--removes disgruntled people from citizenship
--prevents people from organizing social/political movements, from fomenting consequential resistance to status quo
--preserves culture of haves, guarantees political control for the powerful
	--keeps poor people on good behavior: productive, not threatening
--reinforces class and race division: provides dramatic justification for maintaining these

--provides dramatic diversion from corporate crime

--reinforces liberal ideology of individualism

--preserves culture of haves, “teaches” social norms
	--provides the material structure for sacrificial scapegoating (allows free people to feel “good”)
--allows privileged people to feel deserving of their privilege, virtuous—justifies social injustice (eases the conscience)
--provides unambiguous morality, tied to the preservation of dominant values (private property is sacrosanct; justice is blind, etc.)
--preserves culture of haves, makes people feel good about who they are.


