
Brass Class 
Spring 2008 

PFSM 35100- 1 Credit 
Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 - 9:50 (JJWCM - 3304) 
 

Syllabus and Course Outline 
 
Instructor: Richard Edwards        Studio: JJWCM 2307 
Studio Phone: 274-3857            E-mail: redwards@ithaca.edu  
 
Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 2-3, and available upon request. 
 
Graduate Assistant: Greg Harris: gharris1@ithaca.edu 
 
Description and Objectives: 
 
This course is designed to help you develop knowledge of brass techniques, pedagogy 
and literature for your use as future teachers and as conductors of ensembles using these 
instruments.  You will become players of the trumpet, horn and trombone and become 
familiar with the tuba and baritone. (If you have high school experience playing trumpet, 
horn or trombone, you are encouraged to substitute baritone or tuba for that instrument 
for the playing test on that instrument).  Specifically, our objectives will be: 
 

1. To develop a beginner’s level playing proficiency on the Trumpet, Trombone, 
and Horn 

2. To become familiar with the traits of beginning, intermediate, and advanced 
brass performance on the Trumpet, Trombone, Horn, Euphonium, and Tuba 

3. To increase awareness of the method books, journals, and books that are 
useful resources for brass instruments 

4. To develop an understanding of the idiomatic concerns and problem solving 
techniques associated with teaching brass instruments 

 
Course Requirements and Policies: 
 
1.  Regular class attendance is required; no cuts are allowed.  Students with unexcused 
absences should expect to have their semester grades lowered per each infraction.  If you 
must be absent for any important reason, see your instructor prior to the absence.  In 
emergency situations where the above is not possible, see the instructor immediately 
afterward to explain fully.  Punctuality is also graded.  Students slinking in after the hour 
will be marked tardy.  Three tardy marks will count as an absence.  Just as no responsible 
teachers would start a class late, no responsible students should interrupt their or their 
peers opportunity to learn.  Late assignments drop a grade. 
 
2.  Academic Integrity is founded upon honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and 
responsibility.  Deceit and misrepresentations in student work are incompatible with the 
fundamental activity of Ithaca College and shall not be tolerated.  Cheating, plagiarism, 
or accepting credit for work other than your own will result in a grade of F with direct 
notification of the Student Affairs office for further investigation. 
 
3.  Participation and level of preparation is graded.  Unless told otherwise, always bring 
your unit instrument to class.  Come prepared to play the assigned materials (practice!) 



and have the reading/writing assignments done.  Expect to spend 15-20 minutes per day 
practicing on your assigned brass instrument.  While initial difficulty is common as your 
embouchure muscles adjust to brass performance, proper daily practice overcomes most 
early performance problems within 2-3 weeks. 
 
4.  Your Brass Notebook should be a resource for you whenever you teach brass students.  
It should be organized by instrument and contain all class handouts as well as tests, 
reviews, and other assignments.  There will be opportunities for reflection as well.  These 
will be assigned throughout the semester and your notebook should house these 
documents. 
 
5.  Required Materials: (items 1 through 3 available at Hickey's Music) 

1. Standard of Excellence, book 1 for trombone 
2. Essential Elements, book 1 for trumpet 
3. Accent on Achievement, book 1 for horn in F 
4. Teaching Brass Instruments to Beginners by Dunnick and Dunnick 
5. 3-Ring Notebook for your Brass Notebook 
6. Instruments -- we start with the trombone -- see Mr. Blakely 

 
6.  Grading: 

Notebook (organized and complete)     15% 
Trombone playing exam & quiz     10% 
Trumpet playing exam & brass principles quiz   
 10% 
Horn playing exam & quiz      10% 
Class participation/level of preparation    15% 
Assignments (lesson plans, method book reviews, article reviews) 15% 
Class teaching demonstrations (2)*     10% 
Final exam teaching experience     15% 

           100% 
 
* You will have two 7-8 minute teaching demonstrations (trumpet & trombone) of which 
I will only count the higher grade. 
 
 

Assignment Descr iptions 
 

Teaching Demonstrations  
 

Competent lesson plans may take many forms.  Each lesson plan for the teaching 
demonstration must at least address the following: 

• Pre-planning and materials (equipment/music needed, visual/audio aids, 
boardwork, etc.) 

• Warm-up (concepts, advance organizers) 
• Student objectives to accomplish 
• Procedures (review, presentation of the new) 
• Closure* (success experience or finale) 
• Lesson Reflection** (How was your teaching? Did the students learn 

anything?  How do you know?  What should you do next time?) 
 
* Due to the limited time of your 7-minute lessons, it may not be feasible to include a 
successful closure experience without sacrificing the quality of the rest of your lesson’s 



content.  Successful closure is expected for the final teaching exam.  To use your time 
most effectively, avoid the following teaching mistakes:  
 1.  Using questions to introduce information 
 2.  Describing something verbally when modeling would be more helpful 

3.  Addressing dynamics before air support, playing position, and    
 embouchure/tongue placement  
 
** Reflections will be completed immediately after your teaching demonstration. 
 
***Appearance makes a difference in your students’ perceptions of your teaching, even 
with your peers.  Dress professionally when it is your turn to teach the class. 
 
Article Reviews 

 
Throughout the semester, several articles will be assigned for reading and review to 
introduce you to the various journals and magazines dedicated to brass instrument 
performance and instruction.  

1. Annotate the author, title of the article, journal, volume, issue, and page 
2. Summarize the purpose and conclusions presented in the article.  
3. Each review should be 2 pages, typed. 

 
Method Book Analysis 

 
The purpose of these assignments are to expose you to various educational resources and 
to provide you the opportunity to begin evaluating materials for future use.   
Listed below are some suggested areas that should be observed and addressed in your 
analysis.  The basic introductory information must contain: title of method book, author 
(s), level, publisher, and date of publication. 
 
AREAS: 
 
1.  Content and Presentation 
 • Is the content appropriate and presented in a logical manner?  

• Are new concepts presented clearly and reinforced adequately?  
• Do you think the presentation is suitable, appropriate, and interesting to the intended 
age-level?  
• What are the strengths and weaknesses of the presentation?  
• To what extent would the book lend itself to group instruction, single lesson 
instruction, and “independent” learning by the student? 

2.  Fingering/Slide Position Chart 
 •What is the quality of the chart? Is it easy to read?  

•Does it offer alternate fingerings?  
•Are the fingerings presented consistently throughout the book? 

 
3.  Larger Musical Concepts 
 •Does the content of the book focus strictly on the technical elements of the 
 instrument or are larger musical concepts discussed?  

•Are these items presented clearly, logically, and are they reinforced?  
•Does the book address the National Standards and comprehensive music education? 

 
 
 



Final Teaching Exam 
 

1. Find a non-brass playing non-music major to serve as your student 
 

2. Plan an introductory lesson (15 minutes) designed to demonstrate your knowledge 
of the instrument of your choice.  This lesson should include the teaching 
techniques we have discussed and cover assembly, playing position, embouchure, 
tone production, and an introduction to reading simple melodies from a beginning 
method book. 

 
3. Your preparation must include a lesson plan (make two copies).  Also, some of 

the teaching techniques and concepts we’ve addressed in class include: modeling 
appropriate musical behavior through your own performance, troubleshooting and 
providing solutions for student problems, pacing of the lesson for maximum 
student performance, and reinforcing important fundamentals of performance 
(e.g., deep breathing, buzzing, and embouchure formation). 

 
 

Brass Class Calendar 
 
*This calendar is subject to changes to accommodate student needs or unforeseen events.  
Supplemental readings may be added to enhance understanding and/or provide alternative 
viewpoints. 
*Supplemental readings will be assigned throughout the semester 
 
Date   Topics and Assignments 
 
1/22 (T) 

• Introduce the TROMBONE 
• Overview of Course 
• Breathing 
• Buzzing 3-5 minutes daily!  
• Harmonic Overtone Series 
• Assembly, posture, hand position, first notes 

   
1/24 (R)   

• Embouchure, tongued articulation 
• First lesson basics for the trombone 
• Fundamentals of trombone performance 
• Purchase Textbook and Method Books  
• Read Dunnick Ch. 1, 2, 3, 4 , Trombone packet, and Standard of Excellence, 

p. 1-5 
• Practice: Daily Warm up routine: buzzing, long tones (B-flat, C, D, E-flat, F) 2 

& 3 note lip slurs, and trombone warm ups; SOE, p. 6-10. 
 
1/29 (T)   

• Care and Maintenance 
• Read Dunnick Ch. 5, 6, & 9 
• Practice: warm up routine; B-flat chromatic scale; SOE, p. 14-18  
• Assignment due: article review 1 

 
 



 
 
1/31 (R)   

• F attachment 
• teaching/diagnosing/solving trombonist issues 
• lesson planning and teaching concepts 
• Assignment due: Write a 7-8 minute lesson plan that addresses a beginning brass 

fundamental concept (e.g., breathing, embouchure control, proper articulation, lip 
slur development, etc.) and your assigned exercise (follow the Lesson Plan 
Template).  You will teach this lesson on Tues, Feb 5, or Thurs, Feb 7 

• Practice: warm up routine; B-flat chromatic scale; SOE, p. 18-22 
 
2/5 (T)    

• Trombone teaching demonstrations (Brizzolara, Capone, Chatterton, DiIorio) 
• Practice: Daily warmup, scales and trombone playing quiz material (TBA) 

2/7 (R)    
• Trombone teaching demonstrations (Guarino, Hecht, Jones, Ledet) 
• Trombone unit review 

 
2/12 (T)   

• Trombone unit quiz and playing test 
• Turn in your trombone and check out a Trumpet 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
2/14 (R)   

• Introduction to the trumpet,  
• parts and assembly, valve lubrication,  
• cleaning and maintenance,  
• embouchure and buzzing. 

   
2/19 (T) 

• Brass Mouthpieces 
• Daily warmup (5-10 minutes): buzzing exercises, long tones (CDEFGA) and 2 & 

3 note lip slurs, C and G major scale, C chromatic; 
• Practice: Trumpet buzzing exercises, EE, p. 4-10 
• Read Dunnick Ch. 7, & 15; Essential Elements p. 1-4, and Trumpet packet 

 
2/21 (R)   

• Brass intonation tendencies 
• Brass Transpositions 
• Read: Dunnick Ch. 13 
• Practice: warm up routine and scales; EE, p. 10-13 
• Assignment due: article review 2 
 

2/26 (T)   
• Brass mouthpieces 
• Practice: Daily warmup, Chromatic scale, EE, p. 13-18 
• Assignment due: Write a 7-minute lesson plan that addresses a beginning brass 

fundamental concept (e.g., breathing, embouchure control, proper articulation, lip 
slur development, etc.) and your assigned exercise (follow the Lesson Plan 
Template).  You will teach this lesson on Thurs, Feb. 28 or Tues, Mar. 4. 



2/28 (R)    
• Trumpet teaching demonstrations (Murphy-Egri, Pytel, Wade, Way) 
• Practice: Daily warm up, scales and trumpet playing quiz material (TBA) 

 
3/4 (T)  

• Trumpet teaching demonstrations (Brizzolara, Capone, Chatterton, DiIorio) 
• Practice: Daily warm up, scales and trumpet playing quiz material (TBA) 
• Trumpet Unit Review 

 
3/6 (R)  

• Trumpet Unit Quiz 
• Turn in trumpet and pick up a horn for next class 
• Practice: Horn buzzing exercises over  break! 

 
                                                          SPRING BREAK      

 
3/18 (T)   

• Introduction to the horn 
• parts and assembly, valve lubrication,  
• cleaning and maintenance,  
• embouchure and buzzing 

 
3/20 (R)   

• More horn: parts and assembly,  
• valve lubrication, cleaning and maintenance,  
• Read: Dunnick Ch. 8, 16,  Accent on Achievement p. 1-5, Horn packet 
• Practice: Daily warmup: Horn buzzing exercises, long tones (CDEFG) and 2 & 3 

note lip slurs; Accent on Achievement p. 6-9. 
3/25 (T)  

• The first horn lesson,  
• Teaching/diagnosing the horn 
• warm-ups, horn basics, articulation 
• Brass Mutes 
• Practice: Daily warmup: Horn buzzing exercises, long tones (CDEFG) and 2 & 3 

note lip slurs; Accent on Achievement p. 9-14. 
• Assignment due: article review 3 

 
3/27 (R)   

• the double horn,  
• transposition and muting including stopped horn,  
• putting horn parts to concert pitch 
• Practice: Daily warmup: buzzing exercises, long tones (CDEFG) and 2 & 3 note 

lip slurs; Accent on Achievement p. 14-17 
 
4/1 (T)   

• Horn teaching demonstrations (Guarino, Hecht, Jones, Ledet) 
• Practice: Daily warm up, scales and horn playing quiz material (TBA)  

  
4/3 (R)    

• Horn teaching demonstrations (Murphy-Egri, Pytel, Wade, Way) 
• Practice: Daily warm up, scales and horn playing quiz material (TBA) 

 



4/8 (T)   
• Horn Unit Quiz 
• Turn in horn and pick up a tuba or baritone (TBA) for next class 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
4/10 (R)   

• Introduction to the tuba and baritone,  
• parts and assembly,  
• embouchure and buzzing,  
• holding the instrument 
• Read: Dunnick Ch. 10, 11 

4/15 (T)   
• Assignment due: Write: 3-5 page paper comparing and contrasting the Standards 

of Excellence, Essential Elements, and the Accent on Achievement method books 
(follow Method Book Analysis guide) 

• Practice: Daily Warm up routine buzzing, long tones (B-flat, C, D, E-flat, F) 2 & 
3 note lip slurs, and tuba/baritone warm ups, tuba/baritone practice packet 

 
4/17 (R)   

• Marching Brass instruments 
• Practice: Daily Warm up routine buzzing, long tones (B-flat, C, D, E-flat, F) 2 & 

3 note lip slurs, and tuba/baritone warm ups, tuba/baritone practice packet 
 
4/19 (T)   

• Heterogeneous brass class (instrument assignments TBA)  
• balance and blending;  
• clarifying brass instrument commonalities and idiomatic differences;  
• solo lists;  
• Read Dunnick Ch. 17, 18 and Appendix A & B 

 
4/24 (R)   

• Heterogeneous brass class (instrument assignments TBA) 
• Brass maintenance and cleaning  

 
4/29 (T)    

• Heterogeneous brass class (instrument assignments TBA)  
 
5/1 (R)    

• Heterogeneous brass class (instrument assignments TBA)  
• Assignment due: Brass Notebook place outside my office by 8:59 a.m. 

 
5/6 (T)    

• Final Exam Teaching Lessons (Sign up for a time slot) 
 
5/7 (R)    

• Final Exam Teaching Lessons (Sign up for a time slot) 
 


