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PLATE VIIL

Porsaerps. Fra. 14 15 33" Lowe

Note stamped decoration on all but fig. 3 which is incised.




PLATE IX.
PorsHERDS

Tig. 6, the largest sherd recovered is 434" high. Fig. 2, is the pointed apex of a pot.
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Pottery

A highly developed ceramic culture was manifested by the contents |

of every midden. .Potsherds occurred profusely everywhere, small
sherds prevailed but occasional large pieces were found, Plate IX,
fig. 6. Not infrequently a number of fragments of the same vessel lay
in association.  In midden 1 the largest number of pertaining sherds
occurred scattered over an area of several square feet.. When assem-
bled they composed nearly half of a pot 12” high with a rim diameter
of 73{”. The remainder was restored in plaster and the vessel is
ilfustrated in Plate VI. The stamped decoration, very characteristic
of late Algonkian pottery is carried over the rim for more than an inch.
The contour is typically conical; fabric wrapped paddle impressions
show everywhere over a slightly corrugated surface.

The small receptacle, probably a cup, shown in Plate VII, was found
by Parker in the refuse on the southern slope. Coarse fabric marks
constitute the sole decoration. It has a height of 3” and a diameter of
814",

Plates VIII and IX, containing a carefully selected assortment of
potsherds, are iHllustrative of those found and convey an adequate
concept of the decorative motives employed. In every insterice but
one the designs were impressed, presumably with a toothed wooden
stamp, into the plastic clay. Fig. 8, the exception, suggests a sub-Iro-
quois type in that the chevron pattern has been incised with a thin
instrument. '

‘The sherds range in thickness from 14" to 34, are evenly tempered
with medium grained granite grit, soundly fired and mostly of grayish
or reddish brown coloration. -In no instance was a slip employed.

" Refuse

The extreme scarcity of animal bones in the middens and village
layer can best be accounted for by the fact of their superficiality.
Altho widely spread the deposits were surprisingly thin from which
fact it appears that a great deal of moving about was done by the
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villagers; presumably therefore the bulk of bone refuse was scattered
on or near the surface, a condition highly appreciated by such
animals as dogs, foxes, porcupines, mice and others. Decay would also
enter as a factor into the destruction of exposed debris.

The following. species, arranged in descending order of abundance,
have béen identified from the scant remains: Virginia deer (Cdocal-
leus virginianus), black bear (Ursus americanus), beaver (Castor
canadensis), raccoon (Procyon lotor), red fox (Vulpes fluvus), gray(?)

squirrel (Scirrus carolinensis), muskrat (Fiber zibethicus}, wood

chuck ' (Arctomys monax), porcupine (Erethizon dorsatus), ruffed
grouse (Bonasa umbellus umbellus) and wild turkey (Meleagris
gallopavo).

Jaws of the northern pike (Lucius Lucius L.) and the lake trout
(Cristinomen namaye¢ush), were recognized and fin spines of the
bull head (Amiurus nebulosus) were quite abundant. The last species
was probably taken from the pond bordering the site on the north,

A few broken turtle carapaces and shells of the fresh water mussel
(Unio complanatus), occurred sparingly.

ARTIFACTS

Figs. 1
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PLATE X.
ARTIFACTS FROM THE Lagkesie Park, Owasco Laxe Sir. Fre 14 18 314" Lowa

Figs. 1, 2, 9, finished splinter awls; fig. 3, tip of bone harpoon head; fig. 4, point of
deer ulna awl; fig. 5, awl made from small ulna; figs. 6, 18, awls made from tarsometa-
tarsus of wild turkey; figs. 7, 8, bone tubes; figs. 10, 11, bone beads; fig. 12, plain pottery
pipe; fig. 14; deer ulna awl.
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General Conclusions

The Levanna site, situated high among the hills for security, was
inhabited by a people on the same cultural plane as those who left
their vestiges at Lakeside park, Owasco lake, possibly the same tribe.
If this be true Levanna was the earlier village for the objects there are

less refined.

These people were Algonkians, presumably of the early Third
Period as defined by Parker, the identification being based largely on
the ceramic status. A tentative date between 450 and 1200 A.D. may
ascribed.

The village was small but scattered as was shown from the thin,
widely spread village layer. A basis for judging the population may
be drawn from the burials. Six only were found in the gravel knoll.
Exhaustive testing in the most promising localities failed to disclose
more. The average annual mortality among Indian tribes has been
computed by Hrdlicka as 85 per thousand.” Thus 6 burials would
represent the equivalent of 200 inhabitants for one year or correspond
with the more likely distribution of 50 people shifting their lodges
about the area for about 4 years. Accumulated middens of the depth
and extent of those discovered are compatible with this estimate.

Agriculture is not known to have been practiced. Hunting with the
bow and spear and fishing with hook, harpoon and net were carried on.

$Hrdlicka, Ales, “Physical Anthropology of the Lenape or Delawares,” ete.;
Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 62, Washington, 1916,
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