
 Wind Instrument Pedagogy 
Music 552-37500 

Syllabus and Course Outline 
2 credits 
Fall 2007 

 
Instructor: Dan Isbell 
Office:  Whalen Center 3305 
Office Phone: 274-3688 
E-mail: disbell@ithaca.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 2:00-3:00pm 
Class Meetings: Wednesday and Friday, 12:00-12:50pm 
 
Graduate Assistant (supervisor and video taping):  
 
Course Description:  Techniques and field experience for teaching woodwind, brass, and percussion 
instruments in private, small group and large ensemble settings. Prerequisites:  Full junior standing, 
MFE 101 through 202, secondary instruments through the sophomore year.  2 credits 
 
Required Texts (available at Hickey’s music store:  272-8262):   
 Teaching Band and Orchestra by Lynn Cooper (2004), GIA Publications (will also be used in 
  Spring Semester, Teaching Instrumental Music) 
Supplemental Items 
 A videotape for second block 
Supplemental Texts (all available at Hickey’s music store:  272-8262): 

*A Complete Guide to Brass by Scott Whitener (1997), Schirmer Publications 
*Teaching Woodwinds by William Dietz (1998), Schirmer Publications 
*Teaching Percussion by Gary Cook (1997), Wadsworth Publishing  

      
 *=purchased for secondary methods classes 
 
  Other recommended text: 

¥ The Complete Instrument Reference Guide for Band Directors by Richard Williams and Jeff 
King (2001), Kjos Publishers 

 
Attendance Policy:  Regular class attendance is required – unexcused absences are not allowed. 
Students with unexcused absences should expect to have their semester grades lowered per each 
infraction. This course is part of the professional teaching sequence; therefore, it is imperative that 
students’ attendance and punctuality is representative of professional behavior. Three tardy marks will 
count as one absence. 15 minutes late equals an absence. 
 
Course Evaluation:    
 Course Assignments (including course notebook/portfolio)  = 330 total points 
 Midterm Examination      =   60 points 
 Final Examination      =   60 points 
        Total = 450 points 

** Late papers lose a letter grade. 
** Failure to attend your junior teaching videotape review will result in your final grade being  
 lowered by 1/2 letter grade. 



 **As a prerequisite for senior student teaching, a grade of C+ is required for Wind  
  Pedagogy (552-37500). 
 
Grading System: 
414-450 = A  
405-413 = A- 
392-404 = B+ 
372-391 = B 
358-371 = B- 
345-357 = C+ 
 

 
327-344= C 
313-326= C- 
302-312= D+ 
284-301 = D 
270-283= D- 
269 and !  = F 

Teaching Resource Notebook/Portfolio 
 
Students in this course will be asked to create a resource notebook/teaching portfolio that will be 
collected on the last day of the class. This portfolio should contain the following items: 

¥ Class Hand-outs and Notes – you may organize these materials in a way that suits you, 
however, all hand-outs and class notes should be included in an organized manner. Come to 
each session prepared to discuss the daily topic, to take notes, and to participate actively in 
each discussion.  

¥ Case studies are an effective way to learn because they allow each student to study a “case,” 
reflect upon that situation, and make judgments. In addition to the textbook readings, and the 
“handouts,” case studies will occasionally be presented. You are expected to read the case 
study and come to the next class prepared to discuss the case.   

¥ Assignments – see attached worksheet/schedule for a list of all required course assignments 
¥ Lesson Plans/Evaluations – you will be required to write detailed lesson plans for each lesson 

that you teach. Include all plans and all evaluation sheets/feedback that you receive from both 
your supervising and cooperating teachers. 

¥ Reflection – self- reflection and evaluation is a critical component in becoming the most 
effective teacher possible. Many assignments are designed to this end, and the reflection 
section of the junior teaching lesson plans is considered a vital and major part of this class, your 
experience, and your evaluation. 

 
Researchers have indicated that peer teaching, journal writing and self-reflection with regular 
feedback from experienced supervisors is essential for effective teacher education. The 
assignments, in-class experiences, and lectures have been carefully designed to reflect this 
research. 

 
 
Topic Syllabus: 
 
The Individual Lesson 

¥ The basic lesson sequence 
¥ Starting the beginner 
¥ Synthesis/analysis/synthesis 
¥ Teaching methods 
¥ Modeling or call and response 
¥ Evaluation/assessment — diagnosing/prescribing 

 
 



Writing an Effective Lesson Plan 
¥ “Objectives or (SWBAT)” 
¥ “Warm up” 
¥ “Review” 
¥ “Presentation of the New” 
¥ Ending the lesson with a “Success Experience” 
¥ Concepts throughout the lesson 
¥ Assessing the lesson (your teaching and their learning) 
¥ Long and short term goals 
¥ Reinforcing important concepts throughout a lesson or unit 

 
Teaching a Beginning Lesson (modeled on flute/clarinet/trumpet — discussion for all) 

¥ How to teach embouchure 
¥ Posture 
¥ Breathing 
¥ Hand position/body 
¥ Articulation 
¥ The “Three Note Song” 
¥ Transfer (principles/basics) for all wind instruments 
 

Teaching Music Notation – From Sound to Symbol 
¥ The effects of rote teaching 
¥ Teaching musical independence 
¥ Using the method book(s) 

 
Principles of Woodwind Instruments 

¥ Embouchure, hand position, posture, holding the instrument 
¥ Articulation 
¥ Breathing 
¥ Alternate fingerings 
¥ Intonation tendencies 
¥ Equipment (mouthpieces, reeds, instruments) 
¥ Basic supplies for the band director 
¥ Care and maintenance 
¥ Problematic aspects: diagnosing and prescribing 

 
Principles of Brass Instruments 

¥ Embouchure, hand position, posture, holding the instrument 
¥ Articulation 
¥ Breathing 
¥ Alternate fingerings (4th valve/F attachment) 
¥ Intonation Tendencies (1st and 3rd valve slides) 
¥ Equipment (mouthpieces, mutes, instruments) 
¥ Basic supplies for the band director 
¥ Care and Maintenance 
¥ Problematic aspects: diagnosing and prescribing 

 
 
 



Principles of Percussion Instruments 
¥ Accessory/auxiliary percussion instruments 
¥ Reading the score 
¥ Tuning the timpani 
¥ Set-ups 

 
Teaching Rhythm – A counting system… 

¥ Using a consistent system of counting  
¥ Teaching children how to count  
¥ Goal of independence! 

 
Arranging for Young Bands 
 
The Difference Between a Private Lesson and a Small Group Lesson 

¥ Involving all students in the lesson even if they are at different levels 
 
Rehearsal Techniques for Ensembles 

¥ Basic score study 
¥ Tuning procedures 
¥ Methods that work (including: proactive teaching, conceptual teaching, creating an active  
  rehearsal, isolating, and the National Standards) 
¥ Warm up procedures 
¥ Administrative necessities — How to get yourself organized so music can be made 
¥ Evaluation/assessment 
¥ Ensemble sound: sonority, intonation, balance, blend 

 
Other “inherent” topics to be discussed and modeled: 

¥ Motivation and discipline 
¥ The National Standards 
¥ Classroom/public speaking skills 

¥ Colleague/peer relationship skills 
¥ Problem solving 



Course Calendar 
 
Class #1, September 1 (F):  Course introduction, overview, and Assignment #1 (most assignments are 
given on Friday and due on the following Wednesday) 
 
Class #2, September 6 (W):  Music Field Experience Presentation/An exercise in classroom/public 
speaking – Assignment #1 Due 
Read Chapter 1 in Cooper, pages 3-15 (students should read this material before coming to the next 
class) 
Review related “clarinet” information in Dietz (students should review this material before coming to 
the next class) 
 
Class #3, September 8 (F):  Preparing for and teaching the first lesson on Trumpet and Assignment #2 
(see assignment sheet for more information) 
Case Study: The First Beginning Band Lesson 
Read Chapter 3 in Cooper, pages 41-57 
 
Class #4, September 13 (W): Peer Teaching/Practical Application Day – Teaching the First Lesson 
and discussion of readings 
Assignment #2 Due 
 
Class #5, September 15 (F):  The Basic Lesson Sequence, Writing an Effective Lesson Plan and 
Teaching an Effective Lesson/Observation 
 
Class #6, September 20 (W): Lesson Planning/rhythm/sequencing/ Good vs. Bad Lesson…. 
Assignment #3 Due 
 
Class #7, September 22 (F):  Sound to Symbol – How to let them discover…/Principles of Winds 
 
Class #8, September 27 (W):  Peer Teaching/Practical Application Day - Sound to Symbol and 
discussion of readings 
Review related “clarinet” information in Dietz (students should review this material before coming to 
the next class) 
Assignment #4 Due 
  
Class #9, September 29 (F): Teaching the Beginning Clarinet Lesson/ Principles of Wind 
Instruments/Review Sequence of Materials 
Read handouts 
Review related “flute” information in Dietz (students should review this material before coming to the 
next class) 
 
Class #10, October 4 (W): The Beginning Flute Lesson/ Teaching Rhythm – A Counting System/ and 
Small Group Lessons 
Case Study: Teaching Group Lessons (completed in class) 
Read Case Study: How do I get them to Practice? 
Assignment #5 Due 
 
 
Class #11, October 6 (F): Principles of Percussion Instruments 



 
Class #12, October 11 (W): Guest Speaker – Dr. Patricia Sheehan Campbell 
 
Class #13, October 13 (F): Midterm Review, Method Book Selection, discuss Case Study, and Class 
Discussion: “How’s it going?” (teaching….) 
 
Class #14, October 18 (W): Midterm Examination 
Read Chapter 6 in Cooper, pages 117-134 
Read handouts 
Assignment #6 Due 
 

***FALL BREAK*** 
 

Class #15, October 25 (W): Basic Score Study and Rehearsal Techniques 
Read handouts 
Assignment #7 Due – Case Study: Who should be in band? 
 
Class #16, October 27 (F): Rehearsal Techniques Introduction, Good/Bad Rehearsal 
 
Class #17, November 1 (W): Rehearsal Techniques, continued/Arrangements 
Assignment #8 Due 
 
Class #18, November 3 (F): Rehearsal Techniques – Practical Application 
  
Class #19, November 8 (W): Rehearsal Techniques – Practical Application 
 
Class #20, November 10 (F): Arrangements of America – Practical Application 
Assignment #9 Due 
 
Class #21, November 15 (W): Arrangements of America – Practical Application 
 
Class #22, November 17 (F): Arrangements of America – Practical Application 
 
Class #23, November 29 (W): Rehearsal Techniques, continued/Final Project 
 
Class #24, December 1 (F):  No Class – NYSSMA  
 
Class #25, December 6 (W): Classroom Management – introduction 
Assignment #10 Due 
 
Class #26, December 8 (F): Final Rehearsing/Conducting Project – Practical Application 
Assignment #11 Due 
 
Class #27, December 13 (W):  Final Rehearsing/Conducting Project  – Practical Application 
Assignment #12 and #13 Due 
 
Class #28, December 15 (F):  Final Class – Final Rehearsing/Conducting Project – Practical 
Application, Proficiency Information, Assignment #14 and Portfolio Due 
 



 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Assignment Information – All assignments must be word-processed and written in a 
professional, scholarly, and academic manner. 
 
Assignment #1 – Classroom/Public Speaking Opportunity (20 points) 
Due on September 6 

 
Prepare a 3-5 minute oral presentation for the class. Using your notes from Music Field Experience, 
share one of the most memorable observations with the class. Tell us about an inspirational teaching 
technique or an “aha” moment that you witnessed. Use index cards to “tell your story” in a coherent 
manner. You must speak loudly, clearly and concisely – making eye contact with your audience. 
 
Assignment #2 – Writing a Beginning Lesson Plan (20 points) 
Due on September 13 
 
Write a lesson plan for the very first lesson for your major instrument. You may use any format, 
however, the plan should have all the components of a good first lesson as discussed in class. You will 
use this plan to teach one of your peers in class on Sept. 13 – bring appropriate instrument as assigned. 
 
Assignment #3 – Writing/Reflection (1 1/2 - 2 pgs.) (20 points) 
Due on September 20 
Write about why you want to be a band director: Is there an inspirational teacher or person in your life 
who has influenced you in some way? Was there a personal experience that affected your decision to 
become a teacher? 
 
Assignment #4 – Peer Teaching/Writing a Lesson Plan (20 points) 
Due on September 27 
 
Write a lesson plan to teach a lesson to a “young beginner” (but not the very first lesson) who is going 
to learn how to read a music concept for the first time. Select a page from a method book, design an 
appropriate warm-up sequence and use the Junior Instrumental Lesson Plan form. Base your lesson 
plans on the “good teaching practice” outlined in class and on the Pestalozzian teaching principles 
outlined in the Cooper text. Write out each step or sequence that you will use to help your “mock 
student” to learn the new music concept. Bring appropriate supplemental materials (flash cards, staff 
paper, games, etc.). Plan to teach one of your peers, in class on Sept. 22, using this lesson plan. Include 
objectives, activities, sequence, and assessment. 
 
Assignment #5 –Writing/Reflection (1 1/2 - 2 pgs.) (20 points) 
Due on October 4 
 
What are the qualities of an effective teacher? What qualities do you personally have that will help you 
be a good teacher? What do you need to work on personally? Set two goals for yourself in this journal 
entry. By the end of the first semester, I hope to be better at_______________________. 



 
Assignment #6 – Method Book Assignment/Problem Solving (2  - 4 pgs.) (20 points) 
Due on October 18 
 
You have just received your first job as a beginning band director. The previous director used the 
“Essential Elements 2001” method book. Using the resources of the Kinyon Room, find a sample copy 
of this method book and review it using the method book review form. Decide if you will continue to 
use this book or if you will look elsewhere. Write a one-paragraph response (use the space on the 
form) to this question (why or why not). 
 
Assignment #7 – Writing/Reflection and Case Study (1 1/2 - 2 pgs.)  (20 points) 
Due on October 25 
 
Read the case study about who should be in the band program and write a one-page reaction to the case 
study. Write about and be prepared to discuss the following questions: Who should be in the band 
program? Is music education for all students? How will you select students to be in your program? 
 
Assignment #8 – Score Study – The Basics (2 – 4 pgs.) (20 points) 
Due on November 1 
 
Using the score provided, write a score “brief” – overview of one movement. You may work with a 
partner but each person must turn in his/her own copy of the “brief.” The “brief” should include a 
focused look at the elements of music: melody, harmony, rhythm, form, and tone color with both a 
flow chart and written paragraphs. 
 
Assignment #9 – Arrangement (30 points) 
 
Write a simple (to complex) arrangement of America the Beautiful for a beginning band using the 
instrumentation of this ensemble (secondaries, too). Be prepared to conduct/rehearse your arrangement 
on the assigned day: November 10, 15, and 17 
 
Assignment #10 – Writing/Reflection on Classroom Management (1 1/2 - 2 pgs.)  (20 points) 
Due on December 6 
 
What techniques of classroom management have you observed either in past field experience or in 
your current student teaching situations? How do you plan to manage student behavior? If you had to 
write a short paragraph describing your “philosophy of discipline” what would you write? 
 
Assignment #11 – Literature Selection, Planning, and Rehearsing/Conducting Project (40 points) 
Due on December 8 
 
Write a rehearsal plan (please type) and conduct/rehearse the class (secondary instruments only) on the 
assigned piece.  
40 points (10 for the rehearsal plan, 20 for your rehearsal technique/skill, and 10 for self-evaluation) 
We will begin working on this project in late November. 
 



 
Assignment #12 – Writing/Reflection (1 1/2 - 2 pgs.) (20 points) 
Due on December 13 
 
Divide your paper into two columns. Look over all your evaluation sheets from your supervising and 
cooperating teachers. In column A list your strengths and in column B list the “teaching characteristics 
that need improvement”. Go back to one of your first journal entries and look up your initial goals – 
did you meet them? Why or why not? Now, write two goals for your teaching for next semester. 
 
Assignment #13 - Article Assignment (1 1/2 - 2 pgs.)  (20 points) 
Due on December 13 
Using resources in the library, select a journal article from the trade publications Music Educator’s 
Journal or Instrumentalist and write a short review (two paragraphs/one page) of the article. Briefly 
summarize the content of the article, and describe how/why the article might benefit you as a teacher.  
 
Assignment #14 – Video tape Self Evaluation Form(s) (20 points) 
Due on December 15 
 
Obtain this form outside of the music education suite. After Jenna Topper has observed you, watch 
your videotape and complete this form. It is highly recommended that you fill this out soon after your 
videotape session even though it is not due until the last day of class.  
 
Assignment #15 –Final Portfolio containing class notes, handouts, assignments, and lesson 
plans/evaluations from junior instrumental teaching – Organized! (20 points) 
Due on December 15 
 
Bring your completed portfolio with you to the last class. See description on second page of syllabus. 
Use ‘tab dividers’ to create logical and organized sections for your future reference.  
 
Reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities may be arranged by contacting the 
instructor of this course on an individual basis. This syllabus can be made available in alternate 
format upon request. 
 


