Ithaca College Seminar 10107
The Philosophy and Practice of Human Rights

Section 001


MWF 11-11:50
Smiddy 113

Fall 2009




+ Fridays 12-12:50
Smiddy 113
This course is an introduction to philosophical issues connected with the idea of universal human rights.  It will examine proposed accounts of human rights and the justifications for those accounts, as well as the implications such accounts have for personal and international relations.  Additionally, students will confront challenges to the idea of universal human rights, such as the claim that moral truth is always relative to one’s non-universal culture, and the claim that accounts of rights must be broadened to encompass non-human animals.  

More generally, our main class objectives are as follows:

· Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view.
· Learning fundamental principles and theories associated with human rights.

· Developing skill in written expression.

· Developing a clearer understanding of, and commitment to, personal values.
This class is an Ithaca College Seminar, which means that it counts for 4 credits and has an extra hour of instruction (Fridays 12-12:50) devoted to transitional issues facing first year students.  Toward this end, we will sometimes have guest speakers from various groups on campus come to give presentations, in order to acquaint you with all the resources the college has to offer.  Several times in the semester, instead of meeting Friday 12-12:50, we will attend a large-scale evening lecture on campus with other ICSM students.   
Note:  Attendance at fourth hour sessions and large-scale events is MANDATORY.
Instructor:  
Prof. Craig Duncan  


Office location: 
Park 233 (in the Communications Building)

Office hours: 

Wednesdays and Thursdays 12-1pm

Office phone:  
4-3580


Email:  

cduncan@ithaca.edu

Online coursepage:  
We will have a Blackboard coursepage.  Go to http://courses.ithaca.edu and login.
Course Materials:

· Brian Orend, Human Rights: Concept and Context (Broadview Press, 2002)

· Waris Dirie, Desert Flower:  The Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad (Harper Perennial, 1998)
· David DeGrazia, Animal Rights: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2002).
· A short coursepack, to be purchased in class from the professor
Course Requirements

· Group Presentation:  There will be one group presentation assignment, in which you will work together in a group of 4-5 people to research value differences and similarities between a foreign culture (assigned to your group by the professor) and U.S. culture.  The due date for this presentation is Monday, September 15th.  Your presentation will receive a single grade as a group; it will count for 3% of your overall course grade.
· Pair Presentation:  You will be paired with another student in the class, and asked to give a brief presentation (under 10 minutes) on a human right from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  The schedule for this will be announced in class during the second or third week.  This will count for 3% of your overall course grade.
· Book Review.  A 5 page review Waris Dirie’s Desert Flower is due on Friday, September 18th.  It will be worth 7% of your overall course grade.  
· One 6-8 page paper:  Paper topics will be distributed in advance.  You must write on one of the announced topics unless you submit an alternative topic in writing to me at least three days before the deadline and it is approved.  Extensions on the paper deadline will be granted only in extraordinary circumstances; extension requests must be made in writing (email is OK) well in advance of the deadline.  Papers not turned in on time will instantly receive a deduction worth one-third of a letter grade.  This deduction will increase daily, adding up to a full letter grade deduction for a paper 5 calendar days late, with steeper deductions thereafter at my discretion.  (Note: These policies also apply to the short written exercises below.)  The paper is due on Monday, November 16th and will count for 15% of your overall course grade.
· Short written exercises:  Three times during the term I will ask you to write one to two pages on a question or set of questions related to the current topic of discussion.  All of these exercises together will count for 12% of your grade.  See the reading schedule below for due dates.
· Two  exams and a final exam:  Each of the first two exams will count for 15% of your grade.  The final exam will count 20% toward your grade.  The first two exams will be on Friday, October 2nd and Friday, November 6th. The final exam will take place on Tuesday, December 15th from 4:30-6:30pm in our usual classroom.
· Class Participation:  Philosophy cannot be passively learned.  It requires active engagement, both with the texts and with individuals in the form of discussion.  For this reason class participation counts for 10% of your overall grade.  In order to get a good participation grade, you must have excellent attendance, do the assigned reading for each class period, pay attention in class, and (most important of all) regularly take an active role in class discussions.

· Extra Credit:  You may write a 3-4 page paper on Chapters 7-8 from Brian Orend, Human Rights and turn it in for extra credit.  This must be turned in by 5pm on Monday, December 14th—the first day of finals week.

Note:  All of the required written assignments and exams must be completed in order to pass the course.  You can’t skip an assignment/exam and simply “take the hit” to your grade.
TENTATIVE READING SCHEDULE

Below is a tentative schedule of readings.  Any changes to this will be announced ahead of time in class.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out the reading assignment, by contacting me or another classmate.  If no changes have been announced, you should assume the reading listed below is assigned, and do it.

You will find that the readings assigned in this course are shorter on average than the typical reading assignments in, say, history or literature.  This does not mean, however, that you will spend less time reading in this course than in a history or literature course.  Philosophy articles usually involve quite intricate reasoning and thus reading them can often be as difficult as reading a mathematical text (indeed, reading them can even be more difficult, since the concepts involved in philosophy are harder to pin down in precise language than mathematical concepts are).  

Readings marked “[CP]” are in one of the coursepacks; readings marked “[BB]” are found online via Blackboard.

1.  Introduction – A Human Rights Abuse

Fri 
8/28
Waris Dirie, Desert Flower, Chapter 1-3 (pp. 1-36)
Mon
8/31
World Health Organization, “Female Genital Mutilation Fact Sheet” [BB]



Dirie, Ch. 4 (pp. 37-46)

Wed
9/2
Yael Tamir, “Hands Off Clitoridectomy!” [BB]



Martha Nussbaum, “Double Moral Standards” [BB]



Dirie, Chs. 5-6 (pp. 47-68) 


First short written exercise due
Fri
9/4
Gerry Mackie, “A Way to End Female Genital Cutting” [BB]
Dirie, Ch. 7 (pp. 69-78)

Mon
9/7
LABOR DAY – NO CLASS (but get started on Wednesday’s reading!)
2.  The Philosophy of Human Rights
Definitions:  The Concept of a Human Right

Wed
9/9
Brian Orend, Human Rights:  Concept and Context, Chapter 1

Dirie, Chs. 8-11 (pp. 79-138)

Foundations:  Introduction
Fri
9/11 
Orend, Chapter 3, pp. 67-86



Dirie, Chs. 12-13 (pp. 139-166) 
Mon
9/14 
Dirie, Chs. 14-18 (pp. 167-228)

Group Presentation on Culture 

Foundations 1:  Human Dignity

Wed
9/16
Orend, Chapter 3, pp. 87-88

Craig Duncan, Democratic Liberalism:  The Politics of Dignity, sections 


1-4 (pp. 79-96) [BB] 
7pm, Large-Scale Event:  lecture by Dr. Maura Cullen, Emerson Suites
Fri
9/18
[No new reading]



Desert Flower book review due

Foundations 2:  Utilitarianism
Mon
9/21
Orend, Chapter 3, pp. 89-91

Wed
9/23
 [No new reading]

Second short written exercise due

Fri
9/25
[No new reading]
Foundations 3:  Vital Human Needs

Mon
 9/28
Orend, Chapter 3, pp. 91-100, plus Chapter 2, pp. 62-65.
Wed
9/30
[No new reading]
Fri
10/2
FIRST EXAM
The Contents of Human Rights

Mon
10/5
Orend, Chapter 4, pp. 101-117

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (pp. 244-250 in Orend’s book) 

Wed
10/7
Orend, Chapter 4, pp. 117-127

Third short written exercise due

Fri 
10/9
[No new reading]

Mon
10/12
[No new reading]



12pm, Wind Ensemble lecture, Ford Hall
Tues
10/13
8:15pm, Wind Ensemble concert, Ford Hall
3.  Application:  World Poverty
Wed 
10/14 
Peter Singer, The Singer Solution to World Poverty [BB]

Fri
10/16
FALL BREAK – NO CLASS

Mon
10/19
Orend, Chapter 5

Wed
10/21
Jeffrey Sachs, The End of Poverty [BB] 

Fri
10/23 
[No new reading]
4.  Application:  Torture

Historical and Contemporary Torture
Mon 
10/26
James Ross, "A History of Torture" [BB]


Geneva Conventions, Common Article 3[BB]


Mark Danner, “U.S. Torture: Voices from the Black Sites” [BB]

The Tortured and the Torturer
Wed
10/28
Jean Amery, "Trust in the World" [BB]


Keith Atkinson, "The Torturer's Tale" [BB]


Stanley Milgram, "The Perils of Obedience" [BB]

Does Torture Work?

Fri
10/30
Mark Bowden, “The Dark Art of Interrogation” [BB]


“Top Interrogators Declare Torture Ineffective” [BB]


Stuart Herrington, “Two Problems with Torture” [BB]
The Moral Debate over Torture
Mon 
11/2
Charles Krauthammer, “The Truth About Torture” [BB]



Craig Duncan, “Torture: Wrong and Foolish” [BB]

Wed
11/4
[No new reading]

Fri
11/6
SECOND EXAM
4.  Challenges to Human Rights

Challenge 1:  Relativism 

Mon
11/9
Orend, Chapter 6, pp. 155-161
Ruth Benedict, Anthropology and the Abnormal [CP]
Craig Smith, “Abduction, Often Violent, a Kyrgyz Wedding Rite” [BB]
Wed
11/11
Makau Mutua, A Noble Cause Wrapped in Arrogance [BB]

Mary Ann Glendon, Foundations of Human Rights: The Unfinished 


Business[BB] 



Amartya Sen, Culture and Human Rights [CP]
Fri
11/13
[No new reading]

Challenge 2: The Marxist Critique of Rights
Mon
11/16
Orend, Chapter 6, pp. 162-172

6-8 page paper due
Challenge 3: Feminist and Communitarian Critiques of Rights
Wed 
11/18
Orend, Chapter 6, pp. 172-188

Fri
11/20
[No new reading]

THANKSGIVING BREAK --- NO CLASS

Challenge 4: Rights for Non-human Animals?

Mon
11/30
DeGrazia, Chapters 1-2

Wed
12/2
[No new reading]

Fri
12/4
DeGrazia, Chapter 3

Mon
12/7
DeGrazia, Chapters 4-5

Wed
12/9
DeGrazia, Chapters 6-7

Fri
12/11
Richard Epstein, “The Dangerous Claims of the Animal Rights 



Movement” [CP]
Tues 
12/15  
FINAL EXAM, 4:30-6:30pm in our usual classroom
Teaching Policies:  

Attendance.  During classtime I will often introduce material that is not covered in the reading assignments.  You will be held responsible for knowing this material.  If you do not come to class, you will not know this material, and your performance on essays and exams will suffer.  So come to class.  Also, attendance is a significant part of your class participation grade.  Unexcused absences will hurt your participation grade.  Note, too, that very good attendance by itself does not guarantee a high participation grade; participation during class is necessary too.  For example, someone who had perfect attendance but who rarely volunteered comments in class would probably get no higher than a C+ participation grade.  Finally, let me emphasize again that attendance is required at the special activities devoted to transitional issues faced by first year students.  These are not “optional”; they account for the extra 1 unit of course credit you are receiving on top of the usual 3 course credits.

Academic Conduct.  Students are expected to conform to the Standards of Academic Conduct printed in the Student Handbook.  Please familiarize yourself with these standards.  Violations will be reported to the Ithaca College Conduct Review Board.  Additionally, you will receive a grade of zero on any assignment that is not completed according to these standards.

Plagiarism is one very serious violation of these standards.  I will not tolerate it.  There are good reasons for my zero-tolerance policy—reasons well summarized by the philosopher Hugh LaFollette, from whom I quote below:

    “Why Shouldn't I Plagiarize? 

(1) It undercuts the aims of education. If you plagiarize you will not learn the skills you should learn – you are merely copying someone else's words and ideas – and that you already knew how to do.

     (2) It is theft. And all theft is wrong, whether it is theft of an idea or an object. 

(3) You harm other students. By plagiarizing you make professors more suspicious of students. This encourages them to make assignments that are plagiarism-proof rather than ones that are educationally sound.

(4) You will get caught. Think about it for a minute: if you plagiarize from a good source – one that is likely to help your grade – the prof may well know (or can easily find) the source. And if your writing style drastically changes from sentence to sentence or from paper to exam, that will be obvious to even a causal observer. To plagiarize well – to plagiarize in a way that is likely to land you a decent grade and minimize the chance you will get caught – you would have to know the material so well, that it would be easier – and more educationally beneficial – to write the essay yourself."

Classroom Behavior.


I care about your education, and I put a lot of time into preparing lectures and classroom activities.   Hence it is disrespectful not to give me your attention in class.  If you cannot do this, please stay home.  Note:  if you are texting on your cell phone, you are not giving me your attention.  
Special Needs


If you have a special need owing to an identified disability, please let me know.  I am happy to work with you together with the office of Academic Support Services for Students with Disabilities.  You should contact them at x4-1005.
� From the website of Hugh LaFollette (http://www.etsu.edu/philos/classes/hhl/plagiari.htm).
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